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This book is an enjoyable armchair read, and
at the same time a practical field book. Its
combination of practicality and good looks
starts on the front cover with a new, stylish
appearance and a title that could not be
more accurate. For this book belongs in the
car pocket or the rucksack, always available
. when you are wandering in Warwickshire.

Hugh Jones

About the author - Hugh Jones

Whether you find yourself in Kineton,
Mancetter or Kenilworth the book provides
fascinating insights into the links between
ancient buildings, local building materials
and geology.

Hugh Jones started fossil collecting at the
age of eight and went on to graduate from
Cambridge with a degree in geology in 1958.

After a few years as a geologist with BP
Exploration most of his career was teaching
biology at the Mid-Warwickshire College of
Further Education in Leamington Spa.

On retirement, enthusiasm for geology
returned and this book is the outcome.

Some example of the book are shown on the
following pages.




Triassic Sandstones in Stratford upon Avon
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Triassic Sandstones

Building Stones in Stratford upon Avon

A focal point for sy visitor to Stratford upen Avon i the 15th Ceniury €
Bridige. Financed by Sir Hugh Clopton , tis bridpe replaced an earlier wood
which ebaays caused concesn i tiomies of Bocd, The ‘reew” bridpe was bullgl
gy Arden sandstone which displays s Sstinctive layering in o cloge-ugl
butment at southern end of the bridge. In ather places, like the maztve o
| ?.1.1r,"s‘.n Warwick, it is poesible to make o2 tipple marks aleag theln -
bedding. A mong recent parapet at the top of the Erridge 1s maindy oolitic lir
with odd itz of other rocks like the brown ones in the picture which dog
match any local rock-ype. and are mars like the Nonharmpton imnsons. )

Angther fine exammple of Arden Sundstone as a buliding marerinl & thal
cenbary nacaz and tower ol the Guild Chapel (Hugh Clopton againt Het
unweathered state inside the building. the creamy white stone shows 1

The oldest past of this chapel is the chance] which displays the use o b

was mode widely uwsed for peaple’s houses. It miy alio be that thers ety
nusned abbey or czstle 1o provide @ ready source of stone 5o it had 19 5e
from the surroundirg countryside:

Wilmcate and Binten provided Wilmeote Limestone from the Rice L
Ix s in rmary of the old garden wills amund bown and e the low w3
tirber frames are supparted above the damg aoil 1t looks quite ks t
Sandsione but has & smoother fmel and wealhers with & brownish finish

Anciher notable building ie the old Town Hall, built in 1768 wsing Beown
limestone fram the Cotrwolds, Chipporng Carnpden would be my guess it '
Itk the Markstone (p 46) bus rarely has fossfs in it and backs the aneh
charadteristc of e lster ]

First published in 2006 this book has since been
updated with this revision being published in 2011.

Hugh made asignificant contribution to the Strategic

Stone Study, a joint BGS/English Heritage venture
which enabled details of the most significant building
stones in each county of England to be established
and, where possible, the original source of stone for
a particular building or settlement was identified.

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/mineralsUK/buildingStones/StrategicStoneStudy/
EH_project.html

This book benifits from that work by presenting it in
an easily readable and understood way.

A Glossary provides explanations of geological terms
used within the book, and a map shows the location
of the main rock types found within the county (this
includes Coventry & Solihull)

of liyeing. and the cutside has boen csd with Hollington store fre wetury Clnpean Brdge in Stragfond wpon Avan

White: Lias limestone reminisoent of bur earlier shan. Compron Verr=y ha o rion Hvicipe iy ome of el @ dosen or 5o medieval bridper crossing fhe rvers
: [ ! Locur in Warwickskine. Moinly Arder Sandmone but with pannet of

Seratfordd ddoesn't have o kvt of early stone buildirsgs, prememably becasa B s i et s o Wiksweie Liestone ot afther end

The: cowr dates from the 15th and 16k centuries when, timber-Iramed const B i cranc bl
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Fossils in Blue Lias
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this is rare,

This book may be purc

The frasin cuiterp of Blue Lins extersds fem Lyme Fleegriz o Whithe oust 0
through Warwickahire wheee (@ has been dug frem wvast pits g
cement sndustry e produces what b called Hydraukc limestone,
conaains suficlent clay o form cement sather than pure Jimee ooy bermding
nichades e Rughy Limestones, Limestanes contain a hégh percentage
calcium carbanate (iime), uwsaally derived frem the remains of shadl
alang with clay and silt carried from the hnd by rivers {p 50 The
are: irdiritely viristie, yieiding rocks sanging from pure chalk b pire
Lias hard pake bands of Eripure lanessons altermate with softer darker
ore mainly clay o, because it splits ke sty whsen Treahly dug. shala) i

In a fow places, like Kineton and Eftington, the lmestone. ba
explaized for buikling but the siane doesey last at all well (o 44

Gryphea faysey)

Fisssth phecogeefed o of Warsrk afung Lbseren

FC:S.'N'E. 1% qulle common in the Blue Ui, capecially ammanibes wh
and bivalves (oysters and olher shaltich) which ocrupied the sen bed
reptlle remuing have been found but now, with the uee of sl

Upper pamts of she Lower Lizs contain e limsestone: bands bur are sl " 4
lime. The ciay has aften been wsed by local brickmaders. A1 Kma.-em
here are zome very pretty brick howses with a range of colours
'-'rinilrj!'.'lh In the compatition of the ey et ime produces pabe, il
Colour ks abo affected by careful. gr carsles, ool af Ih-!-!':urgml'nc

fmeranite ix @ Slur Dies wall of Shipston o Srour

17 d oemoni teen fa the sl spdned wiewe Do the one Below B Been bumaiktn
Wt cangles to 0 awd shows how the “whorks” A1 insidhe eoch onfwe Qi She right & ot
compicossd parrn af ihe septem befwren segrment, ané of mmay wiich

1
aiv e chambers within the shell
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Ice Age building stones

52 A Rambiory’ Cuida in Building Sasses s Wares baice 53

Building Stones from the Ice Age

lce sheets advanced over Warwickshire several times during the time we call
the lee Age; periods of intense cold interspersed with much warmer megtical o

tervake At times the ioe was peebably more than @ hundred metmes thick in the porth
of the county but thinreg southwerds and never extending much beyem) £ il
The joe sheet contained bits of rock and soil seraped wp from all over the cou
th af Bere: and s it melted they settled 1o the ground as 'glacial dift’, Occasionally
L are Mg boulders which are referred ¢ ial ermatics’, where fiese are of
& distnerive knd of ook we can somet § et scrce freoan which they
arnie and from that deduce the ditection of s movement, Mostly we have been |sf)
with a thin srmear of sand and grevel which hene and there is thick enough to preside
s ready souree of mmalerial for the conatrection Inifumry

The thickest and moss sxtendve deposits lie norh and wess of Fujts: indidin
Dunsmoeee Heath. tnon few places pebbles from the "deift® have been o
arel used in the walls of bar dmngs The churich at Churchover (e 54) is @ particular

— - good example whene the 15th century tower & basacally White Lias {local) bur the
Cidivlc: iimesigne tw Long Camgpron nikage v ared charcel, retwilt late in the [9th conbury, ase entrely efad in sple pebbles of
preat variety. Another inleresting exampie 8 51 Mary's st Ciion on Dunsmore whene
e Rowwer i 0 i ol grey dlish sandstones typical of the Covers
The Rolirph Stomes, chwmky of oolilie Bmestome the smme as the bodrook thay sl i el i3 mainky ironstone, sime of which iz the dark heown Mazls
wine the yellower sandy Northampion Sand {or fronstone) wiich becomes
incrensingly common iowdnds Daventry & vd among the Boasiones are
pebiles of hard becwn sandstone from the drift” and biocka of very dark brown
conglomnerate. In the conglemeraie o o vasiety of smallish rourded pebbles, not
maore than @ few contimelres sceoas. and in some = bots of shmedar sred angislar
fimt pebbdes. Local sudies have fund thia ‘pebble mek” o ‘metherstone’ |p 54), as
133 ke vy Bocnlly: 1o be iy widespread on the Haath where it sesms to have
ormed as on gon-pan o 4 deplh whers it inferferes with deey Such layers
e found whese groundwater carrying dissolved minerals {ron aod me 2]
evaporales as il nears the soface and leaves bebind a kingd of hard «

This book may be purchased from the Warwickshire Geology Conservation
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